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The Youngest Pianist
ever signed to an
International Classical
Record Label (at age 9)
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Niu Niu Biography

Niu Niu is the stage name of Zhang Shengliang, who was born into a musical family in Xiamen in
1997. With signs of exceptional talent shown at the age of three, Niu Niu made his recital debut at six
years old with a Mozart Sonata and a Chopin Étude. Niu Niu was the youngest student ever enrolled
in the affiliated primary school of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music at the age of eight, and was
admitted to New York’s Juilliard School with a full scholarship in 2014 and has graduated in 2018.

Niu Niu signed to EMI Classics at the age of nine, making him the youngest pianist ever signed to an
international classical label. Since then, he has released ten albums. Fate & Hope and Lifetime, the
two globally released albums under Universal Music’s Decca Classics Label, includes his own
compositions “Hope” and “Miss”.

Niu Niu’s career highlights include the 2007 Pearl Awards at London’s Royal Festival Hall, where he
performed Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No.1 under his mentor Leslie Howard in the presence of the
future King Charles III, then the Prince of Wales. 
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Niu Niu Biography

In 2009, he became the youngest pianist to give a solo recital at Tokyo’s Suntory Hall and the National
Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing. Niu Niu was also named the youngest laureate of the 2010
PRIX Montblanc in Berlin. In 2017, he was invited to perform for the presidents of China, Russia, India,
Brazil and South Africa at the BRICS summit evening gala.

In August 2016, he completed a tour in 16 cities within 25 days throughout China. So far, he had done
hundreds of concerts all over the world, including concerts with Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, Hong
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra, Beijing Philharmonic Orchestra, and
Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. Niu Niu has also worked with many renowned conductors
including Maestro Jaap Van Zweden, Jacek Kaspszyk, Yutaka Sado, and Jiri Belohlavek. 

In 2018-19, Niu Niu dubbed the piano performance of the character Wei Pang in NHK’s animated version
of Piano no Mori (Forest of Piano), which was broadcast by Netflix worldwide. 

In April 2024, Niu Niu released Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No. 1 and Symphony No. 6 globally, a live
recording album with Maestro Jaap Van Zweden and the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra.



《Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No. 2 &
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini》

Year 2014

Year 2018
《LISZT. CHOPIN. SCHUBERT.

MENDELSSOHN》

2025-2026

《Niu Niu Plays Mozart》
Year 2008 

《Niu Niu Plays Chopin》
The Complete Études

Year 2010

《Niu Niu: Liszt Transcriptions 》
Year 2012 

《Niu Niu: Youthful Time》
Year 2013

Year 2015
《Niu Niu: Portrait》

Year 2021
《BEETHOVEN: FATE & HOPE》

Year 2024
《Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No. 1 and

Symphony No. 6》

Niu Niu Biography - 10 Globally Released Albums
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Year 2023
《Lifetime》 
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Niu Niu Biography - Music Videos

Rossini: William Tell Overture (trans. Liszt)

Schubert: Schwanengesang, D. 957
(feat. cellist Camille Thomas)

Beethoven: Symphony No. 5 (trans. Liszt)

Løvland: Song from a Secret Garden (arr. Niu Niu)
(feat. flutist Cocomi)

https://youtu.be/ed9nRoFyDIw?si=s9LMQOEUz0OohJ2n
https://youtu.be/EDGtlCKAJrY?si=ZsM0uzJH6h05jHw5
https://youtu.be/mQcv3QpVJn8?si=LSmXRCkx0IDn9mr9
https://youtu.be/mhlX_YBbxkc?si=R37ygFD-u3f0VdNl
https://youtu.be/ed9nRoFyDIw?si=j_sR-0YMTs5oVsDb
https://youtu.be/mQcv3QpVJn8?si=nquBCVsFzf_k-Gxa
https://youtu.be/EDGtlCKAJrY?si=P80krc7fnaGuTaA2
https://youtu.be/mhlX_YBbxkc?si=uK6HrOWdImLgvSA-


Year 2010（Age 13）
The youngest recipient of the

annual PRIX Montblanc 2010,
an award for young classical

instrumentalists.

The Record Breaker 

Year 2005（Age 8）
The Youngest Student ever

enrolled to the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music

(affiliated primary school)

Year 2007（Age 9）
Signed with EMI Classics
and became the youngest
pianist ever signed to an
international classical

record label

Year 2008（Age 11）
The youngest pianist

to held a solo recital at
the National Centre
for the Performing

Arts (NCPA) in
Beijing

Year 2009（Age 12）
The youngest pianist to
held a solo recital at the
Suntory Hall in Tokyo,
Japan and sold-out the

tickets within three
days

Year 2010（Age 13）
The youngest pianist to

record the complete
Chopin Étude, which
turned into one of the

best-selling album with
a Gold Disc Award. 
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In 2009, Niu Niu was  invited to perform at the prestigious Wigmore Hall in London. 
He performed both solo repertoire and collaborated with Leslie Howard and chamber ensemble on Shostakovich  Piano Concerto No. 1.

Video footage: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfQKhOlbK7c&t=77s

https://youtu.be/AfQKhOlbK7c?si=RIAMRYgdN0YLgnso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfQKhOlbK7c&t=77s


In 2007, Niu Niu was invited to
perform at the Pearl Awards
Ceremony held at London’s Royal
Festival Hall, where he played
Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No.1
under his mentor Leslie Howard in
the presence of the future King
Charles III, then the Prince of
Wales, who gave high compliments
toward Niu Niu’s performance in the
post-concert reception.

2025-2026Niu Niu Biography
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Niu Niu has been generously supported by the chairman of the First Initiative Foundation (FIF), Ms. Michelle Ong, since
2008. and have been invited to perform at FIF’s events including the Sojourn Dinner in London, and “Stars in Harmony” Gala
Dinner in Hong Kong.

Niu Niu has been one of the Trailblazers
of FIF since 2019. 

Official Website:
https://www.fif.org.hk/members

https://www.fif.org.hk/members


2025-2026Event Recap - First Initiative Foundation
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Niu Niu has given three concerts at the French May Arts Festival in Hong Kong in 2021, 2023, and 2024, exclusively
sponsored by the First Initiative Foundation (FIF). 

In 2021 In 2023 In 2024



2025-2026Event Recap - Masterclass at Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
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Niu Niu was invited to give a masterclass at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA) in 2021,
exclusively sponsored by the First Initiative Foundation and supported by HKAPA and the French May Arts Festival

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=SC77qs5NPj-86_TA&v=Vc4qB3rMShI&feature=youtu.be

https://youtu.be/Vc4qB3rMShI?si=k4mRtv35QwTbfqlE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=SC77qs5NPj-86_TA&v=Vc4qB3rMShI&feature=youtu.be


Niu Niu performed four-hand with Lang Lang in Shanghai in 2006.
After the collaboration, Lang Lang wrote down: 
“Dear Niu Niu, congratulations! You are truly amazing!”

2024 -2025Niu Niu Biography
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In 2024, Niu Niu became one of the International Ambassadors of the 
Lang Lang International Music Foundation

https://langlangfoundation.org/foundation/international-ambassadors/


In 2021, 2022, and 2025, Niu Niu collaborated with the
renowned Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra for a total
of six sold-out concerts. 

2025-2026Concert Recap

In 2022 and 2024, Niu Niu was invited to perform at
the pretigioius Suntory Hall in Tokyo, Japan
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The 27th China-Korea
Amity Concert

August 22, 2019 at 20:00 in Kumho Art Hall Yonsei,
Seoul, Korea

Information:
https://www.kumhoarthall.com:448/eng/designer/skin/01/detail.html?
p_idx=21972&s_idx=11&vwY=2019&vwM=&se_idx=

https://www.kumhoarthall.com:448/eng/designer/skin/01/detail.html?p_idx=21972&s_idx=11&vwY=2019&vwM=&se_idx=
https://www.kumhoarthall.com:448/eng/designer/skin/01/detail.html?p_idx=21972&s_idx=11&vwY=2019&vwM=&se_idx=


Recital Concert in Belgrade (Serbia)
Music Festival BEMUS in 2019

2025-2026Concert Recap
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Concert Report :
https://www.danas.rs/kultura/istocni-
vetar-zapadni-vetar/

Event Info and Photos :
https://www.bemus.rs/en/archive/314-
51-bemus-eng/2196-niu-niu-51-
eng.html

https://www.danas.rs/kultura/istocni-vetar-zapadni-vetar/
https://www.danas.rs/kultura/istocni-vetar-zapadni-vetar/
https://www.bemus.rs/en/archive/314-51-bemus-eng/2196-niu-niu-51-eng.html
https://www.bemus.rs/en/archive/314-51-bemus-eng/2196-niu-niu-51-eng.html
https://www.bemus.rs/en/archive/314-51-bemus-eng/2196-niu-niu-51-eng.html
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Performance at the Carnegie Hall in New York

Concert Info : http://www.usccii.org/recent--past-programs.html 

Concert Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=semoLeb3Aqs (Niu Niu’s performance starts from 32:51').

http://www.usccii.org/recent--past-programs.html
http://www.usccii.org/recent--past-programs.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=semoLeb3Aqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=semoLeb3Aqs
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19

Niu Niu gave a sold-out Recital Concert at the Fazioli Music Festival
in Italy in 2024 as the spokesperson for Fazioli Piano in Greater
China Area

Concert Footage: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfGphsHKbxs&t=46s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfGphsHKbxs&t=46s
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...Niu Niu produces some remarkable playing... (Gramophone)

...His equable, rounded tone is underpinned by mature technique... (BBC Music Magazine)

"Niu Niu is by some margin the most accomplished and most completely realized young pianist I
have ever heard.” (Boston Music Intelligencer)

"Niu Niu displays impeccable control over the keyboard from the outset, with the capacity to create
a wide palette of tonal colours." (Interlude HK)
 
"...many digital difficulties seemed like putty in his hands as he crafted a coherent and convincing
performance which brought out loud and prolonged applause. " The Straits Times 
 
"Niu Niu have reached a very high degree of technical perfection, combined with sensitivity and an
enormous vitality." (Paul Badura-Skoda, the legendary Austrian pianist)

Music Reviews 
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Niu Niu was invited to perform at the “Hello 2023 Hong
Kong New Year Countdown Celebration” and performed a
medley of 9 most famous music pieces arranged by himself

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGAquwPnUzI 

In the same year, he was invited by the Hong Kong Tourism Board
to serve as one of the Tourist Ambassadors for the "Hello Hong
Kong" campaign

 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1tG5i6emEM

Event Recap - Hong Kong New Year Countdown Celebration
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGAquwPnUzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGAquwPnUzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1tG5i6emEM
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In March 2024, Niu Niu was invited by the Chinese University of Hong Kong (Chung Chi College) to give a
lecture at their weekly assembly. 
It was one of the best-attended assemblies of that school year with over a thousand students in the audience.

Event Recap - Lecture at Chinese University of Hong Kong 
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2025-2026Event Recap - Music Sharing in primary/middle/high schools as well as schools for students with special needs

Music Sharing Event at Hong Kong Shopping Mall

Music Sharing Event in High Schools in China

Niu Niu is devoted in communicating with the young students through music.
He shares his artistic insights in ways that are accessible for students with different
major and backgrounds. 

Music Sharing Events in different kind of schools in Hong Kong
23



Website: https://www.niuniumusic.com

Youtube - https://www.youtube.com/@niuniumusic

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/niuniupiano

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/niuniumusic/

2025-2026Social Media

24

https://www.niuniumusic.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@niuniumusic
https://www.instagram.com/niuniupiano
https://www.facebook.com/niuniumusic/


Mobile / WhatsApp:
+852  9020 3421 

  

Global Manager  
Mr. Desmond Lee

Contact

 Email:
 desmondlee_mw@yahoo.com 
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